
Is 2 Kings 8:26 and 2 Chronicles 22:2 a contradiction in the Bible 
HANDOUT 

 
King James Bible  (1611) 
 

2 Kings 8:26 Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel. 
 

2 Chronicles 22:2 Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one year in 
Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Athaliah the daughter of Omri. 
 
Hebrew Masoretic Text  (500AD +)   The King James Bible agrees with the Jewish Bible 
 

2 Kings 8:26 Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri king of Israel 
 

2 Chronicles 22:2 Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in 
Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri. 
 
American Standard Version (ASV)  (1901)    America's first attempt at changing the Holy Bible 
 

2 Kings 8:26 Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri king of Israel. 
 

2 Chronicles 22: Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in 
Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri. 
 
New American Standard Version (NASV)  (1963)  
 

2 Kings 8:26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And 
his mother’s name was Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri king of Israel. 
 

2 Chronicles 22:2 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
And his mother’s name was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri. 
 
New International Version (NIV)  (1978) 
 

2 Kings 8:26  Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem one year. His 
mother’s name was Athaliah, a granddaughter of Omri king of Israel. 
 

Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem one year. His mother’s name 
was Athaliah, a granddaughter of Omri. 
 

You cannot hide the problem or explain it away by changing 42 to 22  
 

 
The Kings around the time of Ahaziah king of Judah 

 JUDAH  ISRAEL  COMMENTS 
        

    Omri   Athaliah is Omri's daughter and king Ahab's sister 

    Ahab    

 Jehoshaphat      Jehoshaphat joins affinity with king Ahab (Israel) 

   Ahaziah     

    Jehoram    

 Jehoram       

 Ahaziah      Ahaziah is not the literal son of Jehoram he is however the grandson of king Omri 

 Athaliah (queen)   Jehu   Athaliah is Ahaziah's mother, she reigns for 6 years after Ahaziah is slain 

 


